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All thy works ‘shall give thanks to thee, O Lord, and all thy saints shall
bless thee! They shall speak of the glory of, thy Kingdom, and tell of thy
power. As it is written: to spezk of the glory of His Kingdom and tell of His
power all the privileges of the saints. Therefore we praise God who also gave
us this chance, and we will now present the report of the Western Synod.

1. Evangelical Work

As we reported to the .7th General Assembly in the Western Synod there were
166 congregatinns, 40 preaching places 2nd totally 71,559 members. Since then,
8 preaching places have become congregatirngé and the numbder of preaching places
has increased to 50. We are alsc very happy tn announce that 16,557 souls have
been added to our Church so the totzlnumber of our members is at present 88,116.

2. HWorkers

It is clear that workers are necded as the work itself is increasing; there-
fore 4 more missionaries have been called and 8 more Bthiopians who have completed
their training ccourse. They have been ordained and are now serving in the
congregationss

At the Tth General Assembly of the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus we
reported that through the ECMY Head office we had requested the Norwegian
Missionary Society to send us wcrkes. Now, 2 pastors and 3 nurses have been
. sent and have started work in Assosa Awraja in Begi Woreda and in the Nile Valley.
N

Similarly, the Onisimos Nasib Bible School graduzted 7 evangelists in 1963(E.C)
and 15 in 1964 after 2} years of study, and these evangelists are now at work.

28 evangelists have been sent by the synod to the Mekane Yesus Seminary
for a degree certificate and a three year training course. We extend our
gratitude to the 7th General Aseembly of the Evengelical Church Mekane Yesus
for its resolution concerning the training of future pastors. )

The above mentioned ones are not the only workers in the synod. ‘Three
are workers in different institutions who are transferred from place to place.

3. Youth Work

This work which also includes Sunday school lesson for children is in
progress. At the 7th Generzl Asesembly we reported that the number of youth
groups were 84, and the number of memhors were 3861. At present we have 148
youth groups with 7133 members. The number of Sunday schools have increased
from (3 To 102 during these two years, and the members from 3664 to 4273.

Besides gathering together for spirituzl meetings, the youth groups have
also rendered social services. They have made bridges over big rivers, built
houses for sick and old cnes and by this shown true love towards people.

In conformity with the decision of the church %o m2ke the year of 1965 Et.C.
The year of teaching Adult, the youth started the campaign with 120 groups, and
as of Tikimt 30, 2267 illiterate young pecple have registered and started -
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Even with all this progress we are still of the opinion that the youtk wori
could do better if we think and plan more. Furthermore the childrsa axul the
youth will in the future replace the old ones in the worskhip and tie rervice
in the church. The youth should therefore be trained in supervicicr. ¢nd murage-
ment of the church. Thus we have applied for scholarship Jor thres young

people, and are now waiting for the answer.

4. School program

The schools run by the Synod for public servie are developing and irzooving.

1. Two Bible schools with 33 students.
2. Schools giving academic education, )
a) Out of three elementary and junior seccndary schools one has opend *
grade this year (1965 Ft.C.). This is in accordance with tke plian
the school will open 12th grade in the future. Therefore we have
secondary scho>l and two junior secondary schools.

" b) 6 schools kave up to 6tk grade each and the students sat for the geren:l
exanination of grade 6 in June last year.

¢) 14 schools up to grade 5
d) 207 Literacy schools up to 4th grade and below.

3. There are 3 handicraft schools with 25 students. The Synod has estallish:zd
a committee to study ways and means by which these schools may be rccogizc’ -
and be in accordancs with the school regulation and also that graduetes off
these schools may obtain good results.

4. The Nedjo Teacher's Training :ichool was giving a one year course to thcse
who had completed 8th grade, but now the school gives a two year courss aad
has graduated tke first group. The second group is at present on *rainizg.
‘This kind of training has been useful for lower classes as the sdlazy cf
the graduztes is reasonably low. All graduates have been employed L7 taz
synod and we hdpe futurs graduates too will be employed.

5. A Youth hostel and centre for students who are coming in to the towas fer
secondary education has been built in Gimbi with funmds from éenor agencies.
The hostel and centre was inaugurated on Tikimt 20,1964. The hostel
accommodates 46 students, but we have no‘ solved thc problem for the girls.
Therefore, because of the situation for the girls we are forced to build
a new hostel for them and arn additional hostel for beys. =g

6. The Synod *-s built a z~honl for the blind in Gimbi %own with a fund ohtains
from the Christophel Blinden Mission through German Hermansburg mission.
The school was inaugurated on Tikimt 7,1965. There are 16 blind sivienis,
and the school is run by -ne missionary, two Ethiopian teachers and o vandein.

S Medical Work T

The Syncd h2s oce hospit~1 and R elinics. DPatients are admitted for frezl--
ment and besides a medical teax visits the villages giving mediesi adwice w1
the field of public hezalth suck us czre for the children and care fen Treznant
women. The work is on progress in isosa at Begi.

A Health station was built by ihe Hinistry of Public Health, when +he
construction of the building was fin:shed. the work was taker over by *he Symed
in accordance with the agreement signed between the Ministry of Tublic Hezith
and the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.

Similarly with a fund cbtzined Iroh donor agencies, e khave establishe o
clinic in Mendi at 2 place cazlled Xiltu Xarr2, and a school and clinic =n Tdco
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area at a place called Kongcro Dissi. The whole project costs $120,000 and

has served twice a week as of Mizzia 1964. The project could not give full 4
service due to the fact that nurses could not be obtained for employment

according to the plan.

In addition a nurse serves in one of-the six districts of the Synod by
going from place to place. The nurse has served well by giving advice to schools,
congregations and by giving treatment to those whose houses are far avay from
clinics. It is 2lso believed that more could be achieved if necessary equipment
were obtained.

Moreover, with a fund obtained from the German Mission and in cooperation
with the Ministry of Public Eezlth lepers' control is established in the Nile
Valley and the nurse in cherge of the area has almost controlled the disease.
A man who knows the arez well hzs been given a course related to this work.
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He is now employed and assists the nurse in her work, : .§
6. Women's Program.

1

Although much has not been done in the arez of women's work, women in . 1

‘ifferent congregations have meetings once a week where they make handworks. - 3

when they sell the handworks, the income goes to the budget. of the Synod. This
kind of werk is still progressing.

The Synod has also opened a school to teach housewives and girls home-
economics. In 1964 the short courses were conducted 5 times. Besides home=
economics, training was given in supervision of making handwork, and how to <.ve 1
for babies. The course has been useful. F

7. Development Program

Although the above mentioned ones are development works, a rural development
project has been established by the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. The project
is run by a board, 2 members are elected by church officers and 3 are elected
by the Western Synod. The project has started tke work in 3 stations by sowing
different seeds and using fertilizer. Some volunteers of the fammers have
also cooperated with the project by using fertilizers for trial in their farms.
The result of the trial is not yet known, but it seems that the project will
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succeed.
The project at first bought one hundred quintals of fertilizers and i
sold to the farmers to a low price. As a result of this up to Hamle 1964, six

bhundred quintals of fertilizershave been bought and used by the farmers.

Finally the farms have started to come and czll for advice concerning their
farms. The Ministry of Agriculture hzs cooperated with the project by sending
two devel-.pment workers and tws cooperatives. Therefore, we extend our gratitude
also to the others who have helped us.

By request from the Centrzl Office of the EMY an expert in agriculture
has been sent to us by the Norwegian Missionary Society. He is advising the
nomades to settle and start farming in the Nile Valley. He is also studying
how to improve the soil in the area. According to the report of the expert tke
result of his study is quite promising. When the results of the study and the
experiments are known,we hope that also the medical service and advice on health
matters will contribute much to the development of the area besides the settlement
pro ject.

#2 thank our heavenly Father who helped us in all our work, and wve also
ext:nd our gratitude to the church and to the Synod workers who helped us and
supported us also witk finances.

- 155 = Rev.Tesgara Hirpo

President.




